
In this chapter, you will learn about 
the design, purpose and artistic 
qualities of seals. Taking inspiration 
from the examples of seals through 

own seals and experiment with a 

this process, you will also be testing 
your seals on both paper and fabric. 

You will also be able to connect this 
process with the textile tradition of 

 block printing. Using your 

make interesting patterns to create 
your own prints on paper, fabric and 
other surfaces.
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school principal or anyone in your 

Take the help of your teacher to 

seal. Discuss these questions:
1. What is the image or text on 

2. 
3. 

kingdoms, institutions and 
organisations.

the images and symbols you see. 
Compare them and discuss what 

a picture symbol along with some 
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the post-master, or any other postal 

and stamps that are used in the 

notes of the following:
1. The material used in the stamp 

seal.
2. 

symbol.
3. Other information that is 

the older members in your family, 
and ask them for documents or 

details of the seal, and make notes 
or sketches of the symbols and texts 

 Take any coin. Place a 

Now that you are familiar with the 
features and purposes of a seal, 
would you like to try making your 

its design. Take a paper and a 
pencil, and jot down some ideas and 
preparatory sketches. 

Prepare some clay or dough.
Gather some small objects like 
buttons, bottle caps, sticks, 

damp.

collected on the clay and see 
the impressions they make.
Analyse which objects create 
clearer impressions and why.
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Create your personal symbol. 
This can be a simple picture that 

some recognisable qualities 

are important to you.
Keep your design simple.

seen and the materials that are 
used for creating them.

example, pieces of cardboard, 
clay, jute rope, sponge, rubber, etc.
Flatten the surface of the 
material you will work with. 
Remember that a seal’s 
impression will be clear if all 

Select tools that you can use 

shaping your design.

and complete your design.

’
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Choose the material and 
surface for stamping your seal. 
If your seal is rounded and not 

test with objects.

paint or ink, and stamping it on 
any paper. 
Based on the result, you can make 

used repeatedly! A rubber stamp 
pad has ink soaked in it. When we 
press the rubber seal into the stamp 
pad, it gets coated with ink which 

The same process can be seen 

processes of printing. Let’s look at 
the process of hand block printing, 
because it is quite similar to the 

rubber stamps you are familiar 

Notice the portions where the 
pattern is raised. This block has been 

Meet them and show this picture, 

Inquire about the tools used and 
how much time it would take to 

is used for printing on textiles. 
These textiles are called hand block 
printed textiles. 

Look at the picture of a handblock 
printer and carefully place the 
inked block on the cloth. The same 
block is used repeatedly to create a 
continuous pattern. He is making a 
special textile called , which 
is practiced in Kutch, Gujarat. 

Do you think you can create a 

create another seal that is suitable 
for a continuous pattern. Make a 
few designs and try them.
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